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FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 . 


To  the  Chaiman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  subrtdt  my  .Annual  Report. 

1.  POPULATION. 

4,  536.  This  includes  ohildren  up  to  4  years  2+43  and 

5  to  14  years  609. 

RATEABLE  VALUE.  £32,734*  PRODUCT  OF  PENNY  RATE.  £127.  4s.  11  a* 


2.  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


Portishead,  Somerset.  England  &  Wales. 


Birth  Rate  per  100C.  18,3 

Death  Rate  per  1000,  14.7 

Infants  .under  1  year.  Nil 

Still  Births  Nil 


14.97  15.5 

13.79  12,3 


3.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Admitted  to  Hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever.  1 
Acute  Poliomylitis .  4 
Acute  Encephalitis.  1 
Measles,  9 
Whooping  Cough.  2 
Chicken  Pox.  9 


Tuberculosis:-  Respiratory  8 

Non-Respiratory  3 


4 

1 


Deaths. 


1 

1 

3 


4.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISiiTION. 


Vaccination 


Primary 

119 

103 


Reinforcing. 

45 

25 


There  was  no  action  taken  to  deal  with  Scabies. 


5.  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS. 

The  arrangements  work  smoothly  and  well  between  Dootors  and  Nurses, 

6.  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 


There  are  two  District  Nurses  who  provide  a  thoroughly  efficient 
servioe.  Domestic  Helps  are  provided  by  the  Somerset  County  Council 
organisation  under  the  National  Health  Scheme. 


J 
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VACCINATION  AND  DMJNISATION . 

These  are  performed  by  the  family  Doctor  or  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  if  desired. 


8.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

I  must  still  call  attention  to  the  hardness  of  our  water  supply 
but  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  the  supply  of  water  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks 
Company  from  Chelvey  will  soon  be  to  hand.  This  service  is  by  an  18" 
main  with  a  branch  to  the  proposed  resevoir  being  provided  on  Dry  Hill 
in  the  area  of  the  West  Hill  Housing  Site.  This  supply  will  reduce  the 
hardness  to  a  degree  of  comparatively  pleasant  use.  See  result  of 
chemical  analysis  of  our  present  supply  from  the  borehole  at  Bristol  Road 
taken  by  the  Council's  Engineer  &  Surveyor  on  1st  May  1952  and  carried 
out  by  the  County  Analyst. 


9.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

This  information  is  provided  by  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor  of  the 
Council. 

The  system  is  one  of  low  lying  land  to  the  East  of  the  District  being 
the  High  Street,  Dock  and  Bristol  and  Clevedon  Road,  St.Mary's  Road,  and 
all  below  Slade  Road  and  the  South  Road  and  Bea.ch  Road  East  areas.  The 
sewage  from  these  areas  is  pumped  from  the  Bristol  Road  (electric  automatic 
pumps)  and  The  Anchor,  High  Street  Shone  Ejectors  controlled  by  pumping 
machinery  at  the  Council  Yard,  The  sewage  is  pumped  from  this  low  level 
area  by  way  of  the  iron  rising  main  in  High  Street  and1  Stoke  Road  to  the 
gravity  sewer  in  31a.de  Road.  The  outfall  is  a  15”  cast  iron  main 
discharging  into  the  mouth  of  the  Severn  at  Kilkenny  Bay, 

The  system  over  the  years  since  1895  when  the  sewers  were  provided  is  a 
combined  one,  viz.  foul  and  surface  water.  I  must  give  an  example  of  the 
present  state  in  figures.  The  number  of  houses  built  since  1949  is  182, 
which  at  3*5  persons  per  house  give  additional  sewage  from  637  pe-ople  at 
30  gallons  per  head  gives  a  total  addition  of  19*110  gallons. 

I  think  this  quantity  should  be  taken  as  20,000  as  flats  and  requisitioned 
houses  are  about  equal  to  displacements  over  this  period. 

This  sewage  has  to  be  accommodated  in  the  existing  sewers  as  additional 
and  it  will  go  on  increasing  as  per  housing  and  population  does. 

The  Council' s  Consulting  Engineers  have  submitted  a  Report  on  the 
Sewerage  System  of  the  District  and  its  necessities  and  the  following  are 
the  main  points 

1.  That  surface  water  should  be  taken  from  the  sewers  wherever 
possible  to  reduce  discharge  volume. 

2.  That  storage  tanks  should  be  provided  to  take  stored  sewage 
between  tides  in  the  Channel  and  thus  not  have  the  sewers  acting 
as  such. 

The  Council  \rill  recall  that  at  an  interview  with  the  Ministry  of  ■ 

Housing  and  Local  Government  in  November  1951*  the  representatives  of  the 
Department  indicated  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  consider  a  modified 
scheme  after  the  urgent  repairs  to  the  present  outfall  sewer  had  been 
carried  out  and  the  Consulting  Engineers  are  now  in  the  process  of  collecting 
the  information  necessary  for  the  submission  of  such  a  scheme  to  the 
Minis try, 

I  must  point  out  again  that  the  houses  at  the  North  West  end  of  the 
District,  Nore  Road,  Ashdown  Road,  Nichols  Road  and  Belton  Road  are  still 
on  cesspool  drainage. 

During  the  year  a  stone  slab  gout  drain  carrying  foul  sewage  in 
Woodhill  Avenue  was  taken  up  and  r  elaid  with  stoneware  pipes. 

Details  of  the  Consulting  Engineers  Report  were  given  in  my  1950  Report. 
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10.  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor  of  the  Counoil 
by  direct  labour  and  is  very  satisfactory  indeed.  Salvage  is  also  done 
v/hich  brings  a  good  revenue  to  the  Council  as  rate  relief. 

11.  HOUSING-. 

The  District  is  being  industrialised.  Messrs,  Albright  &  Wilson  Ltd. 
of  Birmingham  are  building  a  Phosphorus  Plant  and  the  British  Electricity 
Authority  is  constructing  a  second  Generating  Station,  hence  housing  is  one 
of  the  main  activities  in  this  District  whilst  the  Council  have  their  own 
problems, 

12.  MILK  SUPPLIES. 

All  samples  for  analysis,  including  school  milk  supplies,  are  taken  by 
the  Somerset  County  Council,  The  number  of  Registered  Dairies  in  the 
District  is  7  and  the  Retailers  6.  Supplementary  licences  in  3  cases  are 
issued  to  suppliers  outside  the  District. 

The  County  Council  also  analyse  the  school  mi  lie  bottles. 

13.  ICE  CREAM. 

Only  2  of  the  20  retailers  make  their  own  product.  The  premises  are 
regularly  inspected  and  complaints  are  dealt  with  at  the  time  of  inspection 
if  necessary.  Prepacked  ice  cream  is  kept  in  refrigerators  provided  by  the 
wholesale  firms  and  these  are  inspected  regularly  on  each  visit. 

1 5 .  PREMISES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED. 

These  are  inspected  regularly,  including  Bakehouses,  Butchers,  and  Ice 
Cream. 

16.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

With  the  industrialisation  of  the  District,  the  Council  are  very 
interested  in  this  matter  and  careful  records  are  being  kept  of  each 
yea.r  for  reference  and  action  as  becomes  necessary.  The  work  is  now 
done  by  the  Bristol  City  Analyst  at  the  request  cf  the  Somerset  County 
Council, 


In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  your  Engineer  &  Surveyor  for  his 
help  in  compiling  this  Report,* 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


D.W.  BRUCE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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lABOR/jTOIff 


COUNTY-  HALL, 
TAUNTON, 


1st  May  1952* 


J.F.Davidfon;  0,B  JS.*  Ch„U„ .  D.P.EL , 

County  Medical  0 ffioex  of  Health 

!l*  :  -AX  lllJ-Alg  ,  j?>  ,  So  r  m  --  r 

County  Public  Analyst 

Report  of  'h^miccd  analysis  of  Semple  of  Water 
Received  on  26  .4.  52  from  Mr  ..White.  Portfshead 
Labelled  Borehole  i  .  iroot  from  borehole. 


(All  results  in 
peri  '•  per  million) 


Number  of  Soinpio 
Physic  el  C  h/  motors 
Reaction 

Total  Solids 
iJJfcalinity  (os  Ga  CuO 
Total  Hardness 
( a.)  Permanent 
(b)  Temporary 

Chlorine  (in  terms  of  sodium  Chloride .) 
Nitrogen  as  Saline  and  free  .ammonia 
Nitrogen  as  Albuminoid  !! 

Nitrogen  ns  Nitrates 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Oxygen  absorbed  from^I'eifmanganatc 
(4  lirs,  c-.h  ScfV*) 

Poisonous  Metals 
Free  Carbon  bicri  le 
Sediment 


C97« 

Clear  aid  bright* 

Very  s lightly  alkali  no 
pH  7*2 
1 ,7520C 
305,0 
980.0 
710.0 
070  O 

250,0 
nil 
(->01  <3 

x  0 

iili 

0.2 


13*0 

none 


The  Ffarxpj. is  \  oxtremejy  hard  water  containing  very  little 

org  anic  imp  1  ri  ly , 


Signature.  HOWARD  T.  IL1ING,. 

County  Public  xui&lys  fc  o 
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Appendix  2. 


HOUSES  OWNED  Eg  THE  COUNCIL  TO  31  st  DECEMBER.  1951* 


SITUATION. 

2B  * 

i 

3B  j  AS 

j 

2B  !  Traditional.  !  Non 

Prefabs.  |  ,  Traditional.  ; 

TOTAL 

37, 38,39, Albert  Road. 

1 

1  :  1 

i 

1 

! 

3  | Li 

Milton  Villas, South  Road, 

IS 

I 

I 

18 

18 

Glebe  Villas, Bristol  Road, 

3 

j 

3 

1 

3 

Glebe  Road, 

— r 

8  1 

I 

.  -  i 

8 

l 

! 

. 

o 
f  1 

TOTAL  before  1949 

1 

— r 

27  j 

4 

i 

i 

i 

32 

32 

Station  Road. 

18 

10 

18 

South  Avenue, 

12 

I 

j 

1 

12 

12 

Beach  Road  East. 

10 

"i 

i 

10 

10 

Lower  Down  Rood, 

10 

10 

10 

Severn  Road. 

2 

2 

X 

2 

do. 

12 

12 

4 

28 

28 

Channel  View  Road. 

6 

6 

6 

Channel  View  Crescent. 

24 

4 

28 

28 

West  Hill  &  Channel  View. 

j 

20 

20 

20 

West  Hill  Villas. 

6 

j 

i 

. 

6 

6 

21  &  22  Albert  Road, 

2 

2 

2 

Glebe  Road. 

12 

12 

12 

Glebe  Avenue * 

!  4 

4 

4 

Total  Council  Houses 
to  end  of  1 951 ♦ 

29 

|l  29 

J 

12 

20 

126 

i 

1 

6^f 

190 

Sri  JT°  302/50 

Houses  )  1951 

| 

i  2  !  7 

2  j  10 

1 

j  2 

1  - 1  —  - - m 

10 

14 

4  !  17 

j3 

i 

1 

24 

TENANCIES 


Requisitioned  Houses  by 
Council  to  end  of  1951* 


Single  Double  Treble 


6  3 


Total  15 


e 


Total  Houses  in  the  Urban  District  to  31st  December,  1951 


1200 


— 
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Appendix  Ko.% 

PORTISKEhD  -  Atmospheric  Pollution . 

The  following  table  gives  the  Rainfall,  Total  Solids  and  Tar  for  the 

years  1949  to  1951. 


Rainfall. 
1949.  1950. 

(1) 

mi- 

( z) 

Total  Solids . 

■1942.  1950.  1951  a  1949. 

Tar. 

1 950.  1951 

Portishead  Dock, 

26.0 

35.7 

30.8 

538.8 

53C.3  | 303.2 

3.9 

! 

13.0  -0.78 

Meadow  Farm. 

23.9 

36.1 

36.7 

73.8 

116.9  '  02.8 

1.9 

2.1  0.46 

South  Road  (10  months) 

— 

- 

29.4 

- 

l 

-u 

CD 

• 

-  0.84 

( 1 )  inches . 

(2)  tons/sq.mile. 


The  amount  of  deposit  in  the  Dock  area  shows  about  a  43  per  cent 
reduction  on  1950  but  there  is  still  between  3  and  4  times  the  amount  of 
grit  deposited  here  than  in  the  Meadow  Farm  area  which  represents  an  area 
free  from  contamination  from  the  Power  Station. 

The.  amounts  ot  tar  collected  during  195*1  were  much  lower  than  in  the 
two  previous  years. 


The  South  Road  apparatus  is  on  the  further  side  of  the  Power  Station 
compared  with  the  Dock  area  and  the  results  show  evidence  of  contamination 
above  that  in  the  Meadow  Farm  area.  This  gauge  was  only  set  up  in  January 


Sulphur  Dioxide  (mg  SOy  lJO  sq.cn/day.). 

The  Dock  area  has  shown  the  heaviest  monthly  figures  with  two 
exceptions  which  both  occurred  in  November  when  those  for  South  Road  and 
the  Power  Station  were  higher.  The  results  confirm  that  with  few 
exceptions  the  dock  area  is  affected  to  the  greatest  extent. 


Highe 

st. 

Lowest. 

Dock 

1.54 

Dec, 

0e19 

■Aug 

Power  Station 

1.59 

Nov. 

0.30 

Oct 

Down  Road  ) 

Meadow  Farm  ) 

^>.62 

Oct, 

0,08 

hug, 

South  Rond. 

1.7 

Nov, 

0.10 

hug, 

august  was  the  best  month  of  the  year  while  October  to  December  gave 
the  worst  results. 
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Porti3head  -  Atmospheric  Pollution « 

1251 


Monthly  Results, 


i 

Jan,  i 

. 

Feh. 

Mar, 

Apl. 

May. 

June. 

Jly. 

— 1 

Aug, 

Sept. 

Oct, 

Ncv. 

Dec. 

I 

i 

Rainfe 

11  (in 

ches) 

Meadow  Parra, 

2.59-1 

3.68 

4.C3 

3.11 

2.79 

0.67 

1.14 

5.12 

3. 21 

0.88 

6.78 

2.69 

Scuth  Road, 

3.45 

3.45 

3.72 

3.19 

2.66 

0.69 

- 

— 

2.39 

0.93 

6.11 

2.84 

Pogtighead 

4. 37 

3.73 

3.66 

2.83 

2.37 

0.10 

0.77 

3.66 

1.44 

0.57 

5.41 

2.22 

+  some  lost 
1 

• 

- 1 - 

Total 

3olids 

( ton 

sq.mile). 

Meadow  Farm, 

5.^9 

7.02 

8.47 

5.00 

5.71 

5.13 

6.06 

8.29 

8.31 

6.44 

8.34 

8.96 

South  Road, 

16.29 

14.42 

19.04 

15- 66 

21.56 

6.89 

- 

- 

16.90 

26.28 

17.09 

23.14 

Portishead 

Dock, 

39.52 

30.28 

32.87 

31.32 

9.88 

10.44 

40.59 

30.55 

18.69 

13.61 

19.66 

25.78 

Sulphu 

r  bv  I 

(ead  Pe 

r oxide 

Me  the 

d. 

S0^  in 

mg.  per  100 

sq.co 

m/day. 

South  Road, 

0.42 

0.21 

0.62 

0.21 

0.22 

0.84 

0.54 

0.10 

0.39 

0.73 

1.70 

0.30 

Down  Road 

(Meadow  Farm) 

0.45 

0,21 

0.40 

0,21 

0.42 

0.48 

0.57 

0,08 

0.53 

0.62 

0.50 

0.30 

Portishead 

Dock, 

1.05 

3.69 

1.16 

0.55 

0,64 

0.92 

0.87 

0.19 

0.74 

0.90 

0.66 

1.54 

Power  Station, 

0.54 

0.57 

0.92 

0.31 

. 

0.62 

0.45 

0.33 

0.05 

0.38 

0.30 

1.  59 

0.46 
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